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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS

New Certificate

UNIVERSITY:

SDSU

TITLE OF PROPOSED CERTIFICATE:

Basic Oceti Sakowin Language
Certificate

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION:

Fall 2023

PROPOSED CIP CODE:

16.1001

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT:

School of American and Global
Studies

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE:

SSAG

UNIVERSITY DIVISION:

College of Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences

BANNER DIVISION CODE:

3S

Please check this box to confirm that:

I The individual preparing this request has read
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South Dakota State University
New Certificate: Basic Oceti Sakowin Language

Since there are active efforts in language revitalization among the Native communities in
South Dakota and emerging need for teachers with a background in the Oceti Sakowin
language in some K-12 schools in the state and region, there is growing community need for
a certificate demonstrating attainment of a basic level of proficiency skill in the language to
potential educational or community employers, governments, and households. A current K-
12 teacher or a student going through an existing teaching major or specialization might
complete the certificate simply to begin or advance their own level of Oceti Sakowin
language to enhance or facilitate working with any students who may use the language as a
first choice. For example, a current teacher at Red Cloud might complete the certificate if
they think it will enhance their communication with students in the classroom, or an SDSU
education student who foresees applying to teach at a reservation school might consider the
certificate useful for the same reason. The certificate is one means for a school employee
who is not a native speaker of the language, or a limited speaker/writer of the language, to
earn a basic level of language skill to facilitate communicating with K-12 students, parents,
community members who are Oceti Sakowin speakers.

The university does not request new state resources for the proposed certificate.

3. Ifyou do not have a major in this field, explain how the proposed certificate relates to
your university mission and strategic plan, and to the current Board of Regents Strategic
Plan 2014-2020.

SDSU is currently authorized to deliver programs in American Indian and Indigenous Studies.
The university’s mission, as a premier land-grant university, is to offer a rich academic
experience in an environment of inclusion and access through inspired, student-centered
education, creative activities and research, innovation and engagement that improve the quality
of life in South Dakota, the region, the nation, and the world. SDSU is statutorily authorized
through SDCL § 13-58.1 to offer academic programs in the liberal arts and sciences and
professional education in agriculture, education, engineering, home economics, business
economics, nursing, and pharmacy. The certificate in Basic Oceti Sakowin Language
contributes to this mission because it helps students learn the language that is indigenous to the
land on which SDSU resides and also because it provides student-centered education, as many
of the students are Dakota/Lakota and that language is their ancestral language. The certificate
in Basic Oceti Sakowin Language will also contribute to the project of Indigenous language
revitalization which has been shown
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South Dakota State University
New Certificate: Basic Oceti Sakowin Language

certificate will also be quite useful for students seeking education degrees and students going
into nursing, counseling, or other professions that are integrated in Native communities.

6. Certificate Design
A. Is the certificate designed as a stand-alone education credential option for students
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South Dakota State University
New Certificate: Basic Oceti Sakowin Language

Note on credit hour deviation: The credit hour total exceeds 12 credits because the two
beginning language classes are 4-credit courses. Four language courses (LAKL 101, LAKL
102, LAKL 201, LAKL 201) are required for the certificate to meet discipline standards for
basic proficiency. The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)
advises that the completion of courses through the 202 level allows students to develop
proficiency at the Intermediate-Low level.

The ACTFL defines Intermediate-Low Proficiency as:
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South Dakota State University
New Certificate: Basic Oceti Sakowin Language

Program Courses that Address the Outcomes

Individual Student Outcome

LAKL 101

LAKL 102

LAKL 201

LAKL 202

Students will demonstrate ability up to the
intermediate low proficiency level in oral and
written Dakota/Lakota.

Students will demonstrate awareness of and respect
for differences in cultural perspectives, behavior,
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